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THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
ae i1—Men and women shall have Rights throughout the United 
— States and every place subject to its jurisdiction. 


Art. shall have to enforce this article 
2—Congress shi power appropriate 


Introduced 
: Senate—By Senator Townsend (Del. d 88 B Neb.), 

Feb. f. 1987, (Senate Joins Ne 65). 
tive Ludlow, (Ind.), Jen. 5, 1987, (House 
Joint tion No. 1). 


Senate: Reported Senate Judiciary 
March 21, 1938; 0 


June 23, 1987. 
House—Before Judiciary favorable report by sub- 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Committee 
ttee June 16, 1880. 
90 1— The States that 
Art. contracting u 


Ou q and U „ at M De- 
Gone, Paraguay, ruguay ontevido, 
PBOPOSED AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


The 
the thane of vous shall not be denied or the ground of sex.’’ 


RIGHTS 


And In The Meantime 


WILL take more than wishful thinking to place in 
the Constitution of the United States the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Every individual and every group 
desiring the Amendment must become an active part 
of the campaign if members of Congress are to know 
that women desire to become free under law, to the 
same extent that men citizens are free. 

It is all well enough to look forward to the day when 
the fight is won, and plan accordingly, but the task 
today is the winning of the fight! 

The freshman who spends her time planning what 
she is going to do after graduation, rather than work- 
ing to graduate, is not likely to rate the sheepskin. 

A campaign for legislative action focuses on secur- 
ing adoption of the measure and puts into the campaign 
all the effort and intelligence available. When an army 
is engaged in battle it puts everything it has into the 
winning of the battle, rather than the plan for action 
after it is won. The vision beyond the actuality is 
something we should have, but first must come the 
actuality. If the amendment is not passed, our post- 
Amendment plans will avail us naught. 

Women have it in their power to take their places 
side by side with other adult citizens as responsible 
individuals. _They have an opportunity to rid them- 
— of the label of inferiority the law has fixed upon 


em. 

This nation will have gained immeasurably when 
its women become as free under the law as its men. 
It will then be composed of citizens free to develop to 
the extent of their ability—not held back by artificial 
limitations of law. 

The intelligent thing to do at this time, then, is to 
secure adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment, free- 
ing women for their own benefit as well as for that 
of the Nation, and then there will be every reason to 
plan for a future based on the actuality. 

After the Amendment is adopted by Congress, which 


is the next step in the campaign, it goes to the states 


for ratification. Ratification becomes complete only 
after it has been ratified by three-fourths of the states. 
The equalizing of state laws is going on all the time. 
There is no objection to securing equal rights in the 
states, but we must not forget that each gain is only 
safe between sessions of the legislature. There is no 
end to such a method, since there is no permanen 
And since equal rights is a fundamental principle, 
place for fixing it is in the fundamental law of the 1 
ee amendment to the Constitution empowers 
to enforce it by appropriate legislation. The 


Congress 
Equal Rights Amendment is no exception. The Amend- 


ment would not be retroactive, so could not create the 
confusion its opponents like to 1 6 

Should there be a violation of the principle of equal 
rights, after the Amendment is a reality, a suit would 
be brought by the persons affected, just as it is under 
any law. Of course, decisions will be made by courts. 
All decisions are so made. That is our form of govern- 
ment. If, as women, we bring any sort of suit now— 
without an Equal Rights Amendment—the fate of our 
suit is in the hands of courts. That is a decision we do 
not have to make. The Constitution has already de- 
cided that. There are, however, Florence Allens, and 
Genevieve Clines—and with an Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, it is conceivable that there will be even many 
more women who will have their say in suits. Let our 
vision beyond the Amendment be sufficiently compre- 
hensive to include such gains in the courts themselves. 

Let us be informed on government and its operation 
—but—IN THE MEANTIME—let us pass the amend- 
ment, without which the vision will not matter. : 
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League Of Nations Committee On Status Of Women 
Holds Initial Meeting In Geneva, Switzerland 


April 5th, 1938. QUESTION IS IMPORTANT STEP IN EMANCIPA- 
TION OF WOMEN, WOMEN’S CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE TELLS BODY OF LEAGUE EXPERTS 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
WOMEN’S 
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE, 


Hore. Russm, 
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND 


The League of Nations Committee for the Study of 
the Status of Women 1 its first session on the 
ports ro Ba April 4 with a public meeting. The Sec- 
retary-General of the League welcomed Commit- 
tee and made a survey of the problem with which it 
would deal. The Committee then proceeded with its 
work in private and Professor Gutteridge (British) 
was appointed Chairman. 

The Committee first considered a number of com- 
munications from international organizations of 
women. It decided to continue its work for the time 
being in private, reserving the question of co-operation 
with the women’s international organizations until it 
could take a general view of its task. 

Among the communications sent to the Committee 
was one from the Women’s Consultative Committee 
stating that the Consultative Committee had appointed 
Maitre Maria Verone of France as its representative 
for the meetings of the League Committee on the 
Status of Women. This communication was as follows: 


“April 4th, 1938. 


To the League of Nations Committee of Experts on 
the Status of Women: | 
“The Women’s Consultative Committee has the hon- 
our to inform the Committee of Experts that it has 
appointed Maitre Maria Verone as its representative 
in connection with the work of the Committee of 
Experts. We shall appreciate it if you will inform us 
of any arrangements that may be made for co-opera- 
tion between women’s organizations and the Commit- 
tee of Experts. 
“The Consultative Committee has also appointed a 


number of alternates to take Madame Verone’s place 


in case of necessity. 
“Respectfully submitted, 


“(Signed) DOROTHY EVANS, 
“Honorary Secretary of Women’s Consultative Committee. 


“For the 


“Att ASIAN CONFERENCE OF WOMEN. 

“EQUAL RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL. 

„PILOT INTERNATIONAL. | 

““WOMEN’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM. 
“WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION. 
““WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION FOR WORLD ORDER. 

““‘WOMAN’S PARTY, INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE. 

“GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE ALLIANCE FOR THE GENERAL 
ORIENTAL WOMEN.” 


“COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
WOMEN’S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
; “Geneva, April 5, 1938. 
“To the League of Nations Committee of Experts on 
the Status of Women: 
“The following women’s international organizations, 


although having widely different programmes of work, 
are united in supporting equality of rights between 


_ By Erica Butler Bowden 


men and women and there- 
fore unite in presenting the 
following communication to 
the Committee of Experts 
on the Status of Women: 

“Great encouragement — 
has been given to women 

| by the plan of the League 
of Nations for consideration of the status of women 
throughout the world. We feel that the bringing of 
this question before the League of Nations is an im- 
portant step in the history of women’s emancipation. 

“The examination of the status of women all over 
the world is awaited by women with the greatest im- 
patience and interest. Never was it more necessary 
for the nations to get together to discuss how the ewe 
tion of women might be improved. It is a subject 
involving conflicting legal systems and multifarious 
tribal and customary practices within and without the 
law, and is, thus, not an abstract question but one of 
practical importance. 

the world restricting and denying to women liberties 
and independence hardly won—in particular the one 
essential of independence, the right to engage in re- 
munerative occupations, Far and wide the right to 
paid employment is being attacked by legislative re- 
strictions applying only to women. When the women 
who have been in the forefront are losing ground in this 
way, it is doubly difficult to raise the status of those 
who are so backward as to be verging upon a state of 
slavery. 

“There is in the documents of the League ample 
information regarding woman’s franchise position in 
the various countries. We ask your Committee to exam- 
ine this material and to vote a recommendation that 
equality of voting rights for men and women be made 
a condition for membership in the Lea of Nations 
as proposed in the document which was brought before 
the last Assembly at the instance of 15 Delegations, 
reading: 

The Members of the League undertake that in their 
respective countries the right to vote shall not be denied or 


“Clr (See League document A. 8. 


“We call to your attention also the other equality 
proposals, which were likewise brought before the last 
Assembly at the request of the same Delegations, and 
we ask your Committee to recommend favorable action 
upon them. (See League document A. 8. 1937 V.). 


“We also ask your Committee to base, upon the data 
about to be collated, a recommendation that the Assem- 
bly present to all States of the World, the Treaty 
guaranteeing equal rights for men and women signed 
by four States at Montevideo in 1933, and known as 
75 sth. Rights Treaty. (See League document A. 8. 
One of the anomalies under which women suffer in 
many countries is the inability to hold and to change 
their nationality as men can do. While we understand 
that your Committee will not occupy itself with an 
inquiry concerning the nationality of women, we hope, 
nevertheless, that the Committee will recommend 
equality in nationality as a part of its general recom- 
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mendation on the status of women. We ask your Com- 
mittee to help to remove the hardships attendant on 
the present conflict of nationality laws by recommend- 
ing favorable action on the Equal Nationality Treaty 
signed by 19 Republics of North and South America 
at the Conference of American States at Montevideo 
in 1933 and since ratified by 9 States. (See League 
document A. 7. 1935 V.). 


We look to you, as the only Committee ever estab- 
lished by the League of Nations on the general subject 
of the status of women, to do everything in your power 
to bring about the release of women all over the world 
from the multifarious disabilities under which they 
suffer at the present time. Your championship of 
come will receive the appreciation and co-operation 

the undersigned organizations—members of the 
Women’s Consultative Committee. 


“Yours faithfully, 


“ALL ASIAN CONFERENCE OF WOMEN: 
“AVABAI MEHTA (India). 


“EQUAL RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL: 
“LINDA LITTLEJOHN 


“PILOT 
“HELEN Hunt West (U. S. A.) 


“SUPERIOR COUNCIL OF THE ALLIANCE FOR THE 
GENERAL ORIENTAL WOMEN: 


“Nour HaMapa (Lebanon). 
“NAIMA HANAFY (Egypt). 
HENTis (Syria). 


“"‘WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE 
AND FREEDOM: 


“LOLA MAVERICK Lioyp (U. S. A.). 
EuGénig MISKOLCZY-MELLER (Hungary). 


“WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDA- 
TION: 


“Mary PHILBRooK (U. S. A.). 
“Betty ARCHDALE (England). 
“ERICA BUTLER BOWDEN (Ragland). 


“WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION FOR WORLD ORDER: 
“ELLEN Horup (Denmark). 
“HELENE ROMNICIANO (Roumania).. 


““WOMAN’S PARTY, INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE : 
PAUL (U. S. A.). 


“TEXT OF EQUALITY PROPOSALS BROUGHT 
BEFORE 1937 ASSEMBLY AT INSTANCE 
OF 15 DELEGATIONS 


(1) The members of the League undertake that in 
their respective countries the right to vote shall 


not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex. 


““(2) The members of the League undertake that in 
their respective countries there shall be no dis- 
tinction based on sex in their law and practice 
regarding nationality. 


“(3) The members of the League undertake that in 


their respective countries men and women shall 
have equal rights in all other fields. 


(4) The members of the League undertake that 1 
shall be both men and women, with full voting 
n in all N to the Council and 


is a bill which has passed t 


Assembly of the League and to all Conferences 
under the auspices of the League. 


(See League document A. 8. 1937. V.)“ 


“TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


“Art. 1—The contracting States agree that upon the 
ratification of this Treaty men and women 
shall have Equal Rights throughout the ter- 
os, subject to their respective jurisdic- 

ons.’ 


signed by CUBA, ECUADOR, PARA- 
GUAY and 4 URUGUAY. at Montevideo, 1933 8.) 


(See League document A. 7. 1935. V.)” 


Activity In Massachusetts 


By Edith Bartlett Conway 
Massachusetts Chairman N. W. P. 


Massachusetts, my beloved Commonwealth! When 
I was told that it is one of the worst states in the whole 
forty-eight in regard to its attitude toward women my 
amazement could not be expressed by mere words. 


This cannot be true thought I, and I must deny it; 


but alas! There is so much happening in this state to 


ged such a statement that I am unable to do so. 


find myself going about urging our women to wake 
up and do the work that must be done to make this, 
our Commonwealth, worthy the tradition of liberty and 
liberalism that are woven into its history. 

Within a month the Bill granting Jury Service to 
women was defeated in the House by an overwhelming 
majority after having been 3 by the Senate. There 

House, which, if passed 
by the Senate will permit only those married women 
to be employed under Civil Service whose husbands, 


«in the opinion of the Civil Service Commissioner, are 


unable to support them. 

There has a sincere effort on the part of fine 
people here in Massachusetts to do the generous thing 
for women in industry. They truly believe that work- 
ing at night is undesirable, that many occupations are 
hazardous and therefore not desirable for women; so 
they have given generously of their time and means to 
pass many laws restricting women from working at 
night and at certain occupations. 

Since people who have taken time to think things 
through realize how detrimental these laws are to 
women, it becomes more and more evident that it is 
merely a matter of presenting the true facts to our 
women. With that in mind we meet for round table dis- 
cussion on the last Tuesday of each month. Our mem- 
bers are urged to bring prospective members giving 
them the opportunity to be informed on the work. This 
has resulted in discussion of the amendment and has 
provided opportunities for me to urge support for the 
Amendment before several different women’s organi- 
zations in the state. 

It was our privilege to supply Harvard with the 
material which the Harvard team used in debating the 
Amendment over Station WAAB. Harvard is again 
debating the Amendment on next Sunday evening. 

My observation is, that when women are aware of 
their status under the Constitution, their interest is 


aroused and they want to change it. 


Early in April, it became known at very short notice 


| that Mrs. Pell was to be in Boston. A Sunday night 


supper meeting was planned at which Mrs. Pell gave 
us a delightful word picture of the proceedings at the 
Hearings. Everyone present felt a genuine enthusiasm 
for the work that is going on in Washington and ex- 
pressed keen interest and enjoyment in the meeting. 
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New Jersey Women Battle For Equal Rights 


By Mary Philbrook 
Chairman of the New Jersey Committee to Eliminate Discriminations Against Women 


HANDFUL of New Jersey women got together 
one day last January to decide what should be 
done about the so-called “protective laws“ for women 
in New Jersey, which were standing in the way of full 


equality with men in the laws of this state. There 


were Evelyn Seufert, lawyer, legislative chairman 
of the Women Lawyers’ Club; Mrs. Myra Blakes- 
lee, Vice-President of the National Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs; May Mc- 
Carty, president of the New Jersey Federation of 
Business and Professional Wo- 


As usual the League of Women Voters, the Con- 
sumers League and the Trade Union League lined 
up against us. One of these groups asked for a hear- 
ing. They came, and along with them the State Labor 
Department, some labor groups, and the Laundry 
Owners’ Association. 

For our side of the measure ap two former 
women members of the Legislature, who said they had 
voted for the measures and were now convinced that 
they were wrong; outstanding women lawyers; out- 

standing leading women in both 


men’s Clubs, Emma Dillon, 
lawyer, of the State Federation 
of B. and P. W., and Mary Phil- 
brook, lawyer, of the National 
Woman’s Party. 

This group met at Trenton 


STORY OF SUSAN B. ANTHONY'S 
LITTLE RED SHAWL 


major political parties; wait- 
resses who were greatly aff 

and last but not least, one ol 
war horse of Suffrage days, who 
stated she was an octogenarian 
and refused to die until women 


and invited the six women mem- 


bers of the legislature to join 


them to discuss the discrimina- 
tory laws. Five women legisla- 


tors responded. After prelimi- 


naries, and explanation of the 
object of the call, which was for 
the purpose of organizing to 
fight the No Night Work Law for 
Women and the-Minimum Wage 
Law for Women and Children, 
the group decided to form a 
state-wide committee to be 
known as the Committee to 
Eliminate Discriminations 
Against Women. 

Upon careful consideration it 
was decided not to include the 
Assemblywomen on the Commit- 
tee for fear of embarrassing 
them in their work. One of the 
entire number was not favor- 
able to our cause. | 

Mrs. Constance Hand, who has 
been in the legislature for sev- 
eral terms, volunteered to intro- 


duce the measures on which the 


Committee . Her action 
was of particular significance, 


At a grand banquet at Washington given 
in honor of Susan B. Anthony’s eighty-sixth 


birthday, to which invitations had been ac- 
cepted by leading statesmen, writers and 
other public persons, she planned to put 
aside her little red shawl which had so 
often covered her shoulders as she trudged 
up the steps of the Capitol seeking Equal 
Rights for women. She proposed to wear 
on this festive occasion a lovely new white 
silk shawl. In this array she arrived at the 
banquet. Below her sat the gentlemen of 
the press—all there to pay her tribute. They 
took one glance and sent a note up to her. 
It read “No red shawl, no publicity.” She 
had to send out and get it. 

Miss Anthony’s little red shawl had be- 
come the American symbol of heroism. It 
is now an honored treasure in the Smith- 
sonian Museum in Washington. 


Distributed by the Massachusetts Branch of 
the National Woman's Party for the pur- 
pose of raising funds to carry on the work 
of securing Equal 8 for women before 


21 Forsyth St., Boston 


had equality with men. 

The legislative committee sus- 
tained us and the measures will 
soon be voted upon. The No- 
Night Work Law will be repealed. 
Much sentiment for its repeal 
has been expressed by persons 
in all walks of life. The press in 
many parts of the state has not 
only advocated its repeal but ac- 
tually called it a “farce.” One 
newspaper captioned its edito- 
rial “A Dishonest Law,” stating 
“The health plea is a fake. There 
is no honest concern for wo- 
men’s welfare behind this law. 
The welfare plea is used to 
screen the wholly selfish attempt 
of male labor to bar female com- 
petition. It is dishonest legisla- 
tion. Why is it all right for a 
woman to work seven hours 
before midnight but undesirable 
for her to work seven hours 
after midnight? Seven hours 
worked in sunlight are no longer 
than seven hours worked in 
moonlight.” 

Our attack on the Minimum 


because she had voted for both laws and had subse- 
quently become convinced that they were detrimental 
to women. 

This Committee then prepared a repealer of the 
No Night Work Law, likewise a bill to delete “women” 
from the Minimum Wage law, both measures being 
introduced by Mrs. Hand. To our great surprise, this 
Committee had lightning support from outstanding 
women all over the State. Mrs. Edna B. Conklin, 
National Republican Committeewoman, joined our 
forces immediately, and following her came nearly all 
of the State Committeewomen of the Republican Party 
and many of the Committeewomen of the Democratic 
Party. In line with this procession came the County 
Committeewomen of both parties, Women’s Republican 
Clubs, Democratic Clubs, other Women’s Clubs and 
many outstanding women. It is safe to say that liter- 
ally thousands of women responded with their support 
and approval through their organizations and followers. 


Wage law has resulted in almost everyone saying “why 
of course it should refer to all workers.” One of the 


—first steps we took to impress the legislators that either 


women should be taken out of the law, or it should 
be amended to include all workers, regardless of sex, 


was to appear before the appropriations committee 


(a joint committee from both houses), when the State 
Labor Department asked for appropriations to carry 
on the work of the Minimum Wage Division. Our pro- 
test against the discriminations in the bill, and the plea 
that the matter must be reviewed by the Legislature 
was successful in delaying further appropriations. The 
measure to take women out of the law is still before 
the House, but slowly and surely the idea that it should 
refer to all workers is taking root and before the ses- 
sion is ended, we expect to see such an all inclusive 
measure introduced. In the meantime, the appropria- 
tion is suspended. 

With these two discriminations against women re- 
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moved, the women of New sense will stand almost 
wholly on a basis of equality with men. The few re- 

maining inequalities are neglible and no difficulty will 

be encountered in removing them at a later session. 

I believe equal rights for men and women “is in the 
air.” The great mass of ple are ready for it. In 
fact, the average man and woman cannot understand 
that we do not already have it. Likewise the average 
man and woman when faced with the question as to 
whether we shall have protection or equality, spon- 
taneously answers “equality.” They scoff at the idea 
of protection for women; they believe women can pro- 
tect themselves. I fully believe women in other States 
are ready to make this fight and it is our hope that 
our experience and encouragement in New Jersey will 
lead other groups to do likewise. ‘They must be 22 
pared to fight a few women's organizations, but these 
will be negligible. Their greatest enemies are those 
whose jobs have been created by these protective laws, 
by employers who openly state they like the minimum 
wage law because it does away with trade union trou- 
bles and helps defeat the smaller competitor. Perha 
the press will tell the public how farcical it all is. ‘ 

Anyone who reads carefully the minimum w 
laws and the reports can easily discover that they only 
protect industry, men’s labor and create highly paid 
jobs for men. This was the real opposition we have 
met. The few women’s organizations that oppose us 
were entirely drowned out by this other clamor. We 
are told labor is against it, industry is against it and 
the Labor Department is against it. Fortunately women 
still have the vote and we have made the politicians 
understand our position and they will now watch the 
barometer. An amusing incident apropos of this hap- 
pened in our fight. A distinguished gentleman wanting 
women’s votes agreed to speak in opposition to us. 
Believing he was on the right road, he suddenly found 
himself opposing all the outstanding women of his 
party and hundreds of others besides. His speech has 
gone to the press. As he laid down his paper he tried 
a comeback and said, “Minimum wage for men and 
women—that is right down my alley.’ 


Woman Chemist Honored 


Dr. Emma P. Carr, Professor of Chemistry at Mount 
Holyoke College, has been presented with the Ameri- 
can Chemical iety’s first Francis P. Garvan Medal 
for her part in the production of the new super fuels, 


providing more miles to the gallon and smaller engines. 


A Dallas (Texas) dispatch to the Christian Science 
Monitor of April 18 tells of the ninety-fifth meeting 
— and the reports — what the 

reath- progress in petroleum 

Dr. Carr was honored because of her research work 
in which she detected the shapes of two line mole- 
cules hitherto unknown—‘“2-butene” and “2-pentene.” 
It has developed that her studies are of particular 
value since the performance of gasoline is intimately 
connected with molecular shape. 


Resolutions Urging Amendment 


The following resolution was adopted unanimously 
by the Equal Rights Council of Goucher College at a 
recent meeting in Baltimore, Md.: __ 

“Be it resolved, That the Equal Rights Council of 
Goucher College, meeting at Goucher Hall, March 31, 
1938, hereby earnestly requests Senator Millard E. 
Tydings and Senator George L. Radcliffe to work and 
vote for the prompt passage by the Senate of the 
Equal Rights dment.“ 


Eastern Regional Conference 


To Hold Tenth Session 


Determined to secure prompt action by Congress on 
the Equal Rights Amendment, and confident that the 
Amendment will soon be before the States for ratifi- 
cation, the members of the Eastern Regional Confer- 
ence of the National Woman’s Party will assemble at 
Atlantic City on June 4 and 5 for their tenth con- 
ference. All sessions of the conference will be held at 
the Hotel Claridge, and the rates will be as follows: 
Single room $4.00; double room $6.00; three in a room 
$8.00; Saturday and Sunday luncheons $1.50 each, in- 
cluding gratuities; conference banquet Saturday night 
$2.00, including gratuities. be 

Dr. Arabel W. Clark, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of 
the Eastern Regional Conference, in collaboration with 
the presidents of the member organizations, has pre- 
pared the preliminary program as follows: | 


Saturday, June 4— 


10:00 A. M.—Registration of delegates. 

11:00 A. M.—Round table led by Grace Berger, of 
Baltimore; topic, “Political Strategy 
in Connection with the Equal Rights 
Movement.” 

12:30 P. M.—Luncheon, under the auspices of the 
Pennsylvania Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party; topic, “Women’s Op- 
portunity.” 

_ 2:00 P. M.— First business session, Dr. Clark pre- 
siding; reports from officers and chair- 

men of standing committees; reports 
of State Presidents. 


7:00 P. M.—Conference banquet, under the auspices 
of the Government Workers’ Council, 
Edwina Austin Avery presiding; 
topic, “The Equal Rights Amendment 
_ Significant Victories of the Past 
ear.” 


As the June conference will be the first session of 
the Eastern Regional Conference held since the repeal 
of Section 213, the banquet will emphasize this out- 
standing victory. 


Sunday, June 5— 


10:30 A. M. — Business session continued, Dr. Clark 
presiding; topics for discussion, Or- 
ganization Work,” “The Part Women 
Should Play in the Election Next 
Fall,” and “Ways and Means for Fi- 
nancing the Amendment Campaign.” 

12:30 P. M.—Lainch under the auspices of the 
Maryla Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party; topic, “Equal Rights 
in Industry.” 


In subsequent issues of EQUAL RIGHTS a detailed 
p am, including a list of the s ers, will appear. 
e member organizations of the Eastern Regional 
Conference are, the Pennsylvania Branch, the Virginia 
Branch, the Maryland Branch and the Government 
Workers' Council of the National Woman's Party. 

All of the sessions of the conference will be open to 
the public. Dr. Clark is in charge of the general 
arrangements for the conference, and Ada Taylor, of 
Atlantic City, N. J., is in charge of the Local Commit- 
tee on Arrangements. Requests regarding the confer- 
ence should be addressed to Dr. Arabel W. Clark, The 
Sheldrake, 49th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia, Pa., or 
to Miss Ada Taylor, Hotel Claridge, Atlantic City, N. J. 
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Florida Laws Affecting Married Women Discussed 


By Helen Hunt West 


NDER THE caption “Feminine Freedom in Flor- 
ida Is Questioned As Desirable,” there appears 
in a recent issue of the Miami Herald, Miami, Flori 
comments of several Florida women on the subject o 
the advantages and disadvantages of certain Florida 
laws affecting the status of married women. 
Mrs. John M. Murrell, attorney, took issue with a 


previous statement of a writer using the nom de plume 


of “Jeanette,” who takes the position that it is an 
advantage to Florida married women not to be free 
under law. 

“Ask any Florida attorney,” says the writer, “if 
married women are not afforded wider protection and 
greater benefits than in any other state in the Union. 
He will tell you that Florida may be said to be back- 
ward only in the strength of the favor that she shows 
to married women; that the restrictions which came 
to us from England not only carried with them the 
original privileges, but these restrictions have been 
largely nullified by new privileges added by constitu- 
tion and statute; that if all these restrictions be re- 
moved, the privileges, which far overshadow them, may 
also be taken away.” 

Questioning the statement of Mrs. Murrell to the 
effect that the law penalizes women for marrying, 
“Jeanette” lists the privileges she considers so desir- 


able for women for their protection. In the Herald | 


article she says: 


““1—She is immune from personal judgments on her 
contracts. 
herself without her husband’s consent. 


 “2-She is not liable for her support and mainte- 


nance. She may contract for necessaries, as food, cloth- 
ing, ete., and bind her husband, even without his con- 
sent, but she does not bind herself. 7 


“Her husband is not only liable on her contracts for 
necessaries, but if he fails to provide them, may be 
prosecuted criminally. 

“8—She has a right of dower in his personal prop- 
erty (which is not the case in most states) and in his 
realty. At his death, she is entitled to one-third of all 
the personal property he had when he died; and an 
absolute one-third of all the real property that he 
owned at any time during the marriage, unless she 
signed that right away. A husband cannot sell or will 
his pene so as to defeat her dower without her con- 

“A husband has no such reciprocal right in her prop- 
erty. She may will it as she pleases, and if he refuses 
to join her in a sale, she may become a free dealer. 
He, however, cannot relieve his property of her rights 


without her consent. 


“4-While her husband has a right to manage her 
property, at any time she may refuse him this privilege 
and manage it herself, without becoming a free dealer. 

“5——She may deal with her wages as she pleases and 
sell her personal property at will. 

“6—Her property is never liable for his debts, unless 
she has consented. His property, on the other hand, 
is not only liable for her necessaries, but for her torts, 
i. e. automobile wrecks, slander and the like. 


“We doubt, therefore, that married women really 
want strict equality. Heaven forbid that they should 
be so stupid as to cry for it! Especially when th 
should be warned by the trend in other states whi 


tion, except incognito. With all due res 


In other words, she is not free to bind 


has made married women free to bind themselves, i. e., 


to or woman of her dower and other privileges as 
Ww 


ues- 

to Mrs. 
Murrell, who is not practicing. I have advised 
that as a practicing attorney I must abide by that 
tenet of legal ethics forbidding advertising, and, there- 
fore, must avoid any semblance of notoriety seeking, 
however worthy may be my object.” 

Mrs. Mabel Young Davis, of 925 Castile Plaza, Coral 
Gables, condemns discriminatory laws in Florida 
and says: 

“I am deeply in sympathy with the movement to 
bring the state of Florida up to the standard of the 
37 states now advanced enough to recognize that if the 
women are on a par with men and have to pay the 
huge taxes they are compelled to pay, they are wise 
enough to care for the money that makes enough cash 
to pay those taxes. 


“Out of the small number of people who for per- 
sonal reasons wish to hold on to the laws made per- 
taining to women, laws made about the year 1538, 
400 years ago, there are thousands of fair-minded men 
and women; who approve of equal rights for women, in 
this, the finest state in the Union. 


“When I came to Florida I supposed that its laws 
were as good as its climate conditions; now I know 
that as a woman I do not care to bring more money 
into the state where I cannot take care of it myself 
without becoming a free dealer, an unwomanly name, 
and where I have to call upon my husband to vouch 
for sound mind and paying a fee to some man or 
woman, waiting to protect me, because here in sunny 

No woman wants to be inferior or pitied by the 
women of more fortunate states, women who for years 
have managed their affairs and pay a large percent 
age of the taxes now so necessary to give jobs to men 
and women alike. | 

J appreciate hearing this subject discussed, for only 
by doing so can we hope to compete with other states 
that give not only the vote, but have confidence in the 
ability of their women voters.” 

As a native Floridian, a taxpayer and voter in 
my state and as a married woman I am interested in 
the viewpoint of the woman who prefers to be irre- 
sponsible rather than responsible and who considers it 
a desirable privilege to be able to contract debts the 
law does not compel her to pay. 


I do not blame the modest “Jeanette,” who feels that 
she must remain incognito and uses a fictitious name. 
So would I if I were suggesting a position of inferior- 
ity for women. 

Even in presenting her views on so important a sub- 
ject, “Jeanette” reflects the attitude she took in re- 
gard to desiring for women the questionable privilege 
of irresponsibility. She does not even assume respon- 
sibility for her opinion. She uses a fictitious name. 

Why should not a sane adult woman be responsible 
for her debts and contracts, and what self-respecting 
woman would object to being responsible? Does not 
a 1 this foster dishonesty and irrespon- 
sibility | 

I see no reason why a sane woman should not be 
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Leedings asking the court to ascertain whether she still 
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responsible for her torts, nor do I see why the law 
should encourage her to be irresponsible. | 
According to Florida law, as a married woman, I 
must become a free dealer if I am to handle my own 
property, bought with my own earnings before my 


marriage, I. must petition the court to appoint some- 


sto’ see if I am capable of handling it. I become 


netitally incompetent, under the law, the day of my 


rriage. I resent the implication and for that rea- 
n have never made such an application. I am waiti 


ing away with this archaic law. 
it necessary to pay an attorney to institute pro- 
has sense enough to manage her own affairs? Accord- 


ing to Florida law, she enters this mental fog the day 


she marries, and suddenly becomes sane the day her 


husband dies. Her husband is not so dealt with. The 


law presumes him to be mentally competent. 


I do not agree with Jeanette“ that it is an advan- 


tage to be classed as afi inferior. I desire to be a 
responsible person and I think it important to the 
state and nation that all eitizens, both men and women, 
be responsible. 33 

I oppose all laws that discriminate against women 
and against marriage. I believe every intelligent per- 
son does, when they, examine the question. 


There are still many Jeanettes, who are hang 


overs from the old Common Law attitude toward 
women. The law then took the position that women 
were irresponsible just as were children and insane 
persons. Down through the ages many women, accus- 
tomed to this tradition, accepted it without stopping 
to wonder why. It is, however, not understandable why 
any thinking woman in this day and age could prefer 
bondage to freedom; a position of inferiority to equal- 
ity or to be irresponsible rather than responsible. 


It is a matter of gratification to me that women of 


Florida are concerning themselves with ‘this question. 
The more they discuss the.matter the more apparent 


it will become that women need in the Constitution of 


the United States a guarantee that the law of the land 
will apply to all citizens alike, regardless of sex. Such 
a guarantee is the proposed Equal Rights Amendment, 
which has just been reported to the United States Sen- 
ate by the Senate Judiciary Committee, after a ye 
during which the subject was discussed at length 


— 


or the legislature of my state to see the justice o 5 
Why should a woman, merely because she marries, 


at the close of which Senator Edward R. Burke, of 

Nebraska, one of the sponsors, said: The Equal 

Rights Amendment, to my mind, is simple justice and 

the extension of Democracy to our women citizens. I 

am convinced that a close examination of that com- 

13838 record will result in a victory for the Equal 
ights Amendment.” 

My state is not an outstanding example in dealing 
unjustly with its women citizens. It already has reme- 
died several of these injustices. There are more than 
1,000 of these discriminatory laws based on sex on 
the statute books of the forty-eight states. These dis- 
criminations are hangovers from medieval days and 
the traditional prejudice of sex. An enlightened citi- 
zenry will do away with them by doing everything 
— to secure passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
men 


Notice 


Annual dues in the National Woman’s Party, 
amounting to $1.00 for Associate Membership and 
$10.00 for Active Membership, are payable at any 
time throughout the year, but preferably before May 
15. The final date before which dues must be paid in 
order to ensure the voting privilege at each year’s 
Convention is re 31. 

“Your Copy of EQUAL RIGHTS carries on its address 


label the date on which your membership lapses. By 


watching this date you can always know just when 
your dues are payable. : 
Contributions to the Congressional Fund, the 
Amelia Earhart Fund for Equal Rights, the Head- 
quarters Fund, the Secretarial Fund, the Dollar Fund 
and other 1 purposes are acceptable at any time. 
Please mark all contributions we as to the desired 
fund and mail to 144 B Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 


Mexico’s President Asks Equal Rights 


A recent dispatch from Mexico states that “legisla- 
tion to regulate administration of the oil industry and 
reform of the electoral and civil codes to give equal 
rights to women was urged in Cardenas’ call.“ 

President Cardenas, of Mexico, has received the con- 
gratulations of women everywhere for his progressive 
stand in regard to equal rights for women with men. 


We urge National Woman’s Party Members to Patronize our 
Advertizers. They are our friends and we recommend them. 


WILMINGTON, DEL. 
HOTEL DUPONT 


Phone 8121 11th & Market Sts. 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


THE STERLING 


May A. Johnson, Prop. 
Kentucky Ave., Near Beach 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


Madison Ave. and 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


“Jacksonville’s Finest” 
Charles B. Griner, Mgr. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


STRATH HAVEN INN 
f SWARTHMORE, PA. 


One Mile South of Route No. 1 
F. M. Scheibley Management 


“The Skyscraper by the Sea” 


HOTEL CLARIDGE 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


Alva Belmont House 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Rooms available to members and friends 


Capitol Hill Washington, D. C. 


SUNRISE INN 
Apartments * . . for the Hotel Page, Equal Rights 
James H. Reardon, Mgr. Port Sewall, Ha. 


Write for Special Rate 


144 B St., N. B. Washington, D. C. 
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